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Civil Rights Group is calling on the Postmaster General not to close 

historic Post Office named after Orlando’s First Black City Commissioner

2003 Congress passed the Arthur “Pappy” Kennedy Post Office Designation (H.R. 1882)
ORLANDO – Florida Civil Rights Association President J Willie David, III, wrote in a letter today urging the United States Postal Service Postmaster General John E. Potter not to close the Arthur “Pappy” Kennedy Post Office Branch at 440 South Orange Blossom Trail in Orlando. 
The two page letter states that the post office itself is historic and symbolic to the African American community, because it was named by the US Congress after Orlando’s First Black City Commissioner elected in 1972. The closing of the Arthur “Pappy” Kennedy Post Office Branch would have a negative impact on thousands of residents, especially seniors, business owners, and members of African and Haitian American communities, David wrote in the letter.

The letter also informed Postmaster General Potter that many of our working poor as well as seniors without vehicles depend on the presence of this post office. Many of them purchase money order at this facility. Numerous small business owners rely on the convenience of this branch to service their clients.
The Florida Civil Rights Association pointed out that the last eighteen (18) years, hundreds gather to include local, state, federal elected officials, business and religious leaders, for the Arthur “Pappy” Kennedy Prayer Breakfast. It is vitally important that our community continue to respect and honor the legacy of this great Floridian by keeping this post office open.
The Florida Civil Rights Association is also among more than sixty (60) businesses located in an office plaza at 750 South Orange Blossom Trail, Orlando, Florida, 32805, just walking distance from this historic post office. These businesses transact business with the post office daily.
The Florida Civil Rights Association has also requested Congresswoman Corrine Brown, Congressman Alan Grayson, US Senators Bill Nelson and Mel Martinez to intervene.

Since April 7, 2009, the Florida Civil Rights Association launched a campaign to save the Arthur “Pappy” Kennedy Post Office Branch from Postmaster General’s chopping block by holding rallies at the post office, collecting signatures and seeking congressional support.
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