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Red Light Camera BillS defeated over Florida Lawmakers’ Greed
Groups’ Campaign to Ban Red Light Cameras to focus on Educating the Public                                   on Florida Lawmakers' action to kill Public Safety over its share for ticket Revenue

Orlando – The Florida Civil Rights Association and the National Motorists Association issue the following statement in response to both failed Red Light Camera Bills in the 2009 Legislative Session.

 “The Red Light Camera Bills defeated in the legislature is certainly a major victory for vehicle owners and advocacy groups in Florida , says J Willie David, III, president of the Florida Civil Rights Association.  A vehicle owner’s right due process, privacy, and equal protection won this legislative session, and have one less hurdle to over come in our campaign to ban red light camera statewide.

 The Florida Civil Rights Association and the National Motorists Association hail the narrow defeat of HB 439 and SB 2004, the bills that would have set statewide standards. Given the legislator support for the bill and its revenue enhancing potential leaders of both groups were surprised by its defeat, but “we are not resting our laurels on this one,” David said. “We have a lot of work to do to educate the public on the destructive nature” of these devices on law enforcement, public safety and the public trust. “Both version of this legislation were horrible, offering vehicle owners virtually no legal protection whatsoever.” David points to a proposed ordinance written by Sarasota County , FL that allows a “home seizure” for an unpaid red light camera ticket.  See Sarasota County Red Light Cameras Ordinance:  http://www.thenewspaper.com/rlc/docs/2008/fl-seizerlc.pdf
 “ Florida residents do not need this type of action during a time of economic recession,” said David. “This is the type of thing that can happen with ticket cameras.” In addition, state lawmakers should have mandated a “citizen oversight committee” similar to the one that monitored the camera effectiveness in Lubbock, TX – and eventually lead to their removal. A sunset provision was also missing from the legislation. “These devices shouldn't be allowed to operate at all, much less forever,” as the House and Senate bill permitted, said David. 

 Citizens need to be aware that they have specific rights under the constitution, said David. The right to confront your accuser and the presumption of innocence come to mind. Red light cameras violate these basic rights according to David.

 

Henry Stowe of the National Motorists Association added that the public needs to fully understand that these devices will increase accidents, injuries and fatalities as well as add to the aggravating traffic congestion of Florida 's surface streets and clogged highways. “Red light cameras are known to reduce incentives for cities and even states to resynchronize traffic lights and post proper amber light times.” Stowe points to Dallas, TX , which has been caught altering amber light time at 7/10 of its camera equipped intersections. 

 The legislature chose not to add a lifesaving and accident reducing minimum amber light standards to the legislation. Adding an additional second to yellow light times will reduce accidents, injuries and fatalities, Stowe said. The fact that the legislature ignored that option shows that they “are about money, power and control over the average motorist.” Stowe added that the devices could be used by overzealous agencies to monitor citizen movements. 

 At a red light running workshop in Lake Mary, FL earlier this year, a camera vendor informed city commission members that they keep real time footage for 30 days. This point was not likely discussed among legislators deliberating this issue in their “stacked” committee meetings according to Stowe. “ Florida legislators were derelict in enacting protections for citizens,” said Stowe.

 While cameras are pervasive at banks, shopping centers and other public places, you are informed that there are surveillance cameras present. With traffic cameras they do not inform you that they can be used for surveillance purposes. “Their purpose has been misrepresented throughout this debate,” said Stowe. They fail in the “truth in advertising test,” he added. 

 The Florida Civil Rights Association and the National Motorists Association are glad that another year will pass before the legislature convenes again to discuss this issue. We hope that the legislature will ban the devices, said David.  Right now, towns and cities are operating these devices illegally.    The Florida Civil Rights Association is asking the public to step forward and tell us about their red light camera tickets. “We will listen to every case” and look into the possibility of legal action. “Both groups want these devices turned off and removed,” David said.
 The Florida Civil Rights Association (FCRA) is a statewide civil and human rights organization based in Orlando, that advocate to advance diversity, equal opportunity, fairness for all people by eliminating discrimination in the public and private sectors. FCRA addresses state, national and international issues regarding civil and human rights. For more information about FCRA, please visit our website at: www.fcranews.com.   For more information about the National Motorists Association "NMA", please visit their website at: www.motorists.com.
