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FCRA Files Public Records Act Request Targeting 

Orange County Sheriff’s Office Taser Use Incidents 

  

The use of tasers on the elderly, students, pregnant women, 

handcuffed persons, mentally challenged requires answers 

  

ORLANDO, FLORIDA – The Florida Civil Rights Association announced today the filing of a Public Records Act request, one year after the United States Department of Justice released a 25 page investigative report against the Orange County Sheriff’s Office Use of Conducted Energy Devices (CED) or “TASERS”. 

A copy of the U.S. Department of Justice report and FCRA public records request is attached for your review. 

The use of tasers on the elderly, students, pregnant women, mentally challenged, medically challenged, persons with severe disability and handcuffed persons are deeply disturbing and calls into question the training and supervision of our police officers, says J. Willie David, III, President of the Florida Civil Rights Association.  This public records request seeks to identify incidents of taser use to include complaints since the report, policies, procedures and training changes implemented as a result of the investigative report.  

The rash of deaths linked to Tasers has spurred the Florida Civil Rights Association to file requests under the Florida Public Records Act to shed more light on this disturbing trend.   “One benefit of Florida sunshine law would be an increase in public confidence that the police are enforcing laws fairly, lawfully and without bias for or against any ethnic or racial group, as our state and federal constitution require,” said David. 

  

The Florida Civil Rights Association is not advocating a ban on tasers, its recommending that policies be adopted statewide that focus on the possibility of death caused by the use of tasers and eliminating incidents of excessive force. 

  

Because the Orange County Sheriff’s Office is the first in the nation to be investigated by the U.S. Department of Justice for its use of tasers; the contents of the report can be used as a guide for other police agencies throughout the State of Florida in the use of tasers and implementation of policy.  FCRA will also seek answers from other police agencies. 

  

 “As the newly elected Sheriff, Jerry Demings is coming to the Orange County Sheriff’s Office with a clean slate,” said David, “and we’re hoping that he will bring a fresh approach and new openness to the management of the Sheriff’s Office. As a civil rights organization FCRA is committed to enhancing positive relationship between the police and the public, keeping the public informed and to avoid further incidents such as the tasering death of a male holding with a squeegee and of an 11 year old girl at Moss Park Elementary School ..” 

