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COMPLAINTS OF PUBLIC RECORDS VIOLATIONS FILED WITH
FLORIDA ATTORNEY GENERAL AND STATE ATTORNEY’S OFFICE

AGAINST POLK COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS DISTRICT OFFICIALS
State Attorney recently Charged Polk County School Board Attorney 

With Violating State Public Records Law

ORLANDO – The Orlando based Florida Civil Rights Association (FCRA) recently filed complaints of public records violations with Florida Attorney General Bill McCollum and Polk County State Attorney Jerry Hill against Polk County Public Schools Officials.

Governor Charlie Crist has ushered in a new era of government openness and transparency in the State of Florida. “Officials at the Polk County Public Schools District scored an “F” for its failure to comply with the basic requirements of the state public records act, said J Willie David, III, president of the Florida Civil Rights Association.
According to the Organization’s Civil Rights Chief, “Government officials are duty bound to fully comply with Florida Public Records Law. The public has a constitutional right to access information about their government’s activities in a timely manner”.
The complaints to the Attorney General and the State Attorney’s Office states that on February 27, 2009, the Florida Civil Rights Association filed a public records request with Polk County Public Schools District Officials Superintendent Gail F. McKinzie and Assistant Superintendent Ron Ciranna for documents related to personnel files, records of discrimination complaints and lawsuits, emails, records of suspension, termination, reinstatement, and rehire from 2006 to present. The records request also seeks records of confidential settlement agreements from 2006 and present. 

The request also required Polk County Public Schools Officials to comply with the records request on or before March 20, 2009, and to inform the Florida Civil Rights Association of actual costs of duplication or any necessary staff research time so that the association may decide whether a narrowing of the request will be necessary.
The complaints also states that on April 30, 2009, Polk County finally acknowledge FCRA’s public records request more than 30 days after the March 20, 2009 deadline. Polk County denied FCRA access to public records, and violated the public records act.
The Florida Civil Rights Association’s public records request was prompted by Polk County Public Schools Officials’ termination of school bus driver, Jean G. Chery (Haitian American) who was wrongly arrested and imprisoned by Haines City Police Department and the Polk County Sheriff’s Office on a New York City’s arrest warrant for a white woman with the same name as Mr. Chery. 

The Florida Civil Rights Association (FCRA) is a statewide organization based in Orlando that advocate to advance diversity, equal opportunity, fairness for all people by eliminating discrimination in the public and private sectors. FCRA addresses state, national and international issues regarding civil and human rights. For more information about FCRA, please visit our website at: www.fcranews.com.
