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FLORIDA CIVIL RIGHTS ASSOCIATION

CALLS FOR DEPUTY CRASH INVESTIGATION TO FOCUS

ON DRIVING WHILE TEXTING OR USING POLICE LAPTOP

Deputy allegedly ran red light, crashed and injured five on August 4, 2009
ORLANDO – Today, the Florida Civil Rights Association called on the Orlando Police Department and the Orange County Sheriff’s Office to also focus its investigation on the possibility that the deputy was diving while texting, talking on his cell phone or using his police issued laptop before a crash that injured five.
When trained police officers run red lights without lights and sirens activated raises serious public safety concerns, says J Willie David, III, President of the Florida Civil Rights Association. When a police officer claims that he doesn’t remember how his patrol vehicle crashed into another vehicle - points to a possible cover-up.

It is not uncommon for police officers to type on their police issued laptops or glance at the screen while driving, said David. March 2009, a Jacksonville police officer crashed her patrol vehicle into an empty gasoline tanker while it was stopped at a railroad crossing. The Florida Highway Patrol (FHP) said that the deputy glanced at the screen of her in-car laptop, attempted to swerve and slammed into the tanker.

Trust and integrity in our police officials is at the heart of our request, David said. We do not want a Hollywood Police crash cover-up in Orlando, especially in the African American commuity. The people deserve an answer in the face of a possible cover-up, David said.   
 Our review of the crash area revealed approximately five surveillance cameras at the UHAUL store pointing at Gore and Orange Blossom Trail could uncover information related to the deputy crash, said David.
