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FCRA AND NMA says: RED LIGHT CAMERAs TO INCREASE HOME FORECLOSURES and unemployment
“Sarasota County to Seize Homes, Deny Occupational Licenses, and Permits for failing to pay Red Light Camera Ticket”
Orlando – The Florida Civil Rights Association (FCRA) and the National Motorists Association (NMA) calls Sarasota County’s Red Light Camera Ordinance a clear attack on the vehicle owner’s constitutional property rights. Sarasota County should immediately do the right thing by striking down this illegal ordinance.  

 See Sarasota County Red Light Cameras Ordinance:  http://www.thenewspaper.com/rlc/docs/2008/fl-seizerlc.pdf 

J Willie David, III, president of the Florida Civil Rights Association says, "Today, State Lawmakers are rushing to pass a state law for red light camera enforcement that would increase home foreclosures and unemployment if the “vehicle owner” fails to pay the camera ticket.” Local Governments and Florida Lawmakers should be ashamed of themselves for allowing red light cameras to rob its citizens to balance its budget, David said.  

At 9:15 am, Senate Committee on Community Affairs will vote on the harmful Red Light Camera Bill   (SB 2004) today. Committee Chairman Mike Bennett and Committee Vice Chairman Gary Silpin
Most red light running violations occur without incident according to Henry Stowe of the National Motorists Association. According to a Texas Transportation Institute study over 90 percent of violations occur within the first second of a light change while the average red light running crash occurs after the light has been red for a solid 8 seconds. Over 40 percent of these crashes result from impaired drivers, according to Stowe. "There is virtually no way a camera would prevent this type of violation. In fact, cameras just record the occurrence," said Stowe. These devices will result in a revenue windfall to all levels of government while increasing overall crash levels. Independent studies have shown that crash levels increase dramatically at camera controlled intersections according to studies conducted in North Carolina, Virginia, Texas, California, Georgia, and Oregon.  

Red Light Cameras should never have seen the light of day in Florida, says J Willie David, III, president of the Florida Civil Rights Association. These cameras increase accidents, conflict with state uniform traffic law, hurt motorists credit scores, denies motorists the right to equal enforcement of the law, violate the right to due process, denies occupational licenses and permits, and also promote misuses of the state foreclosure and lien process. 
The public has a right to be fully informed of the advantages and disadvantages of red light camera enforcement program beforehand. “Local Governments and Florida Lawmakers are duty bound to ensure that the public trust is being upheld at the highest level,” David said.   

Henry Stowe of the National Motorists Association added "I don't believe that the consequences of red light camera ordinances have been fully disclosed to citizens in those so-called public education campaigns that precede camera installations." 
Civil Rights Chief David states, Current red light camera bills do not include an Independent Citizen Oversight Commission or a Sunset Clause to allow for more study on red light cameras. Including these measures will help build public trust for these devices. Having citizen oversight with a sunset clause will allow these devices to be reviewed periodically for their effectiveness. "Why are lawmakers afraid to add this to the bill?" is a question that should be asked. Honest citizen review should be part of this process. 

The Florida Civil Rights Association supports local governments’ efforts to protect the public from red light runners as long as their tactics do not violate motorists’ civil rights.  The current red light camera program puts the burden of proof on the vehicle owner not the alleged violator.  Cities around the State are being caught in the trap of easy money without giving much thought to the pockets they are stealing from, David said.  

The Florida Civil Rights Association (FCRA) is a statewide civil and human rights organization based in Orlando, that advocate to advance diversity, equal opportunity, fairness for all people by eliminating discrimination in the public and private sectors. FCRA addresses state, national and international issues regarding civil and human rights. For more information about FCRA, please visit our website at: www.fcranews.com . For more information about the National Motorists Association "NMA", please visit their website at: www.motorists.com. 
 
 

