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Florida Civil Rights Association and the National Motorists Association 
Calls on Florida's Lawmakers and Governor Charlie Crist to follow 
Mississippi's Lawmakers Recent Ban on Red Light Cameras

"Flawed Red Light Cameras Wrongfully Accusing Innocent Drivers"

  
ORLANDO - On March 20, 2009, Governor Haley Barbour signed a new law (House Bill 1568) banning the use of automatic cameras (red light cameras) that snap pictures of vehicles running red lights.

http://www.hattiesburgamerican.com/article/20090323/NEWS01/90323015. 

The Florida Civil Rights Association (FCRA) and the National Motorists Association (NMA) are asking Florida's Speaker of the House, Senate President and Governor Charlie Crist to follow Mississippi's Lawmakers lead on banning red light camera enforcement.

 
Mississippi's Lawmakers are to be commended for protecting the constitutional rights of its citizens, says J Willie David, III, president of the Florida Civil Rights Association. Their actions to create a state law banning red light cameras sends a clear message that these devices are nothing more than a newly found ATM-machine disguised as a public safety tool, David said.

 
For more than 10 years Florida's Lawmakers did the right thing by refusing to pass a law authorizing local governments to legally install and enforce red light cameras in Florida. It is time once again for Florida's Lawmakers to put added value to their pledge of defending and protecting the constitutional rights of its citizens by banning red light cameras in Florida. 

 
WFTV News 9 reported on January 15, 2009

http://www.wftv.com/news/18490004/detail.html#- and on January 26, 2009

http://www.wftv.com/news/18567575/detail.html#- the City of Orlando flawless red light camera system is ticketing innocent drivers for running red lights by misreading the numbers and letters on several license plates.   Tickets were issued to individuals who have proved that they were at work at the time the ticket was issued, that their vehicle did not match the color of vehicle in the photo or that they have never been to the city the violation occurred.

  
David states that the only means of recourse to challenge these unjust tickets is for motorists to prove their innocence. They often have to travel hundreds miles to the city where the alleged violation occurred.  This is unreasonable and undue hardship that most cannot afford; therefore are forced to give up and pay the fine on a violation they did not commit.  "This is a violation of the accused violator's due process and ability to challenge his accuser," said David. "In a real court, you are innocent until proven guilty. You have a live witness."

 
David further states that with the misinterpretation of the tags by the red light camera officer, an investigation is being initiated into the personal information of the wrong (innocent) person.  There would be no reason for your personal information (privacy) to be reviewed and stored in a data base if a law enforcement officer issued a ticket directly to the violator instead of a vehicle license plate.
 
In addition to these problems, many jurisdictions are finding out that red light cameras do not perform "as advertised," said Henry Stowe of the National Motorists Association. They punish "technical foul violations" and have been shown "time after time to increase accidents, injuries and fatalities." In Corpus Christi, TX, a three year review showed that overall accidents rose by 14% where red light cameras were installed. In addition, injuries increased by 28 percent and rear-end crashes increased 33 percent in that same period. "This is the latest in a long, poor safety record for red light cameras," Stowe said, "These cameras are unsafe at any speed."

 
Stowe said that there are better ways of reducing red light running violations, which amount to about 3 percent of statewide accidents. "Reducing yellow light time is one way. Improving traffic light synchronization is another." If yellow light times are properly set, violations drop. Stowe notes that several cities in Georgia have had to drop their red light cameras because Georgia now mandates that amber light times be set 1 second ABOVE the national minimum standard. The violation rates dropped considerably in these cities -


Dalton  73%
Duluth 67%
Lilburn 80%
Norcross 80%
Rome  78%
Suwanee 81%


Some of these cities are considering dropping their red light camera programs as a result. Stowe said that "when honest traffic engineering standards are applied and honest factual assessments are made, red light cameras fail the test." Stowe said that legislators need to recognize this and "quit the cat and mouse games" between motorists and government. "We need traffic laws and regulations that make sense to drivers, not make money off of them." The two groups want to see automated ticket enforcement banned in Florida. 

The Florida Civil Rights Association (FCRA) is a statewide civil rights organization based in Orlando, that advocate to advance diversity, equal opportunity, fairness for all people by eliminating discrimination in the public and private sectors. For more information about FCRA visit our website at: www.fcranews.com 
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