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US DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE TO REVIEW CIVIL RIGHTS COMPLAINT 

FILED AGAINST THE FLORIDA HIGHWAY PATROL AND ITS TROOPER(S) 

  

One or more FHP Trooper Racially Profiled and Stole Money from Minority Motorists 

  

ORLANDO, Fla. – Today, the Florida Civil Rights Association (FCRA) announced that the US Department of Justice will conduct a federal review into a civil rights complaint filed against the Florida Highway Patrol (FHP) and one or more State Trooper on November 30, 2009. 

  

In a two page letter from the Civil Rights Division of the US Department of Justice informed the Florida Civil Rights Association that the Special Litigation Section of the Justice Department will review the complaint to evaluate whether a pattern or practice investigation is warranted. The complaint was also referred to the Criminal Section of the Justice Department which enforces the federal criminal civil rights statutes to investigate specific incident(s) and actions of individual officers.  See copy of the Justice Department’s letter attached for your review. 

  

The federal review by the US Department of Justice against the Florida Highway Patrol and its individual trooper(s) should serve as a wake-up call to police agencies and police officers across the state that complaints of police misconduct will not be ignored by this civil rights organization, said J Willie David, III, President of the Florida Civil Rights Association.  Our federal civil rights complaint filed against FHP and one or more of its state trooper(s) provide the victims of police misconduct other avenues to pursue justice. 

Officials at the Florida Civil Rights Association, is deeply concerned about the recent increase in police shootings (Orange County deputies fired 100 shots at an unarmed Black car theft), and racially discriminatory practices (Melbourne Police Officer Targeted Black Motorists), (TSA Orlando Office created a discriminatory assignment board for gays, lesbians, and African American Air Marshals) by police officers in Central Florida.    

The days of believing that police officers can do no evil act is over. This is supported by the numerous termination and arrests of police officers for misconduct is a growing and disturbing trend in Florida, David said. Public trust in police is quickly eroding as allegations of police misconduct and excessive use of force to often go unchecked.
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