DNA Bill Sparks
 Controversy In Florida
 BY DEVIN HEFLIN 
     TALLAHASSEE - Florida Governor Charlie Crist has signed into law a bill requiring those arrested for or charged with a felony to give up a sample of their DNA to authorities. 
     The bill, known in the Senate as SB 2276, will be executed on a statewide basis. It is expected to expand over a ten year period. 
Florida will join twenty other states that follow this model. With any piece of legislation however, there are critics. “Florida’s new DNA testing law is a bad law in the eyes of justice.” says J.Willie David, President of the Florida Civil Rights Association. 
      David also says that “DNA is not like a fingerprint, since getting it is more invasive and it holds information beyond mere identification.” 
The law was signed into effect by Crist on Jun.16 at the Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles at their headquarters. There were also four other bills that were signed by Crist under the moniker of “public safety laws”. 
The information in the bill states that taking the DNA at the first felony arrest will ensure that DNA will be matched to that offender’s next crime where evidence is found. Lawmakers support that this law will “halt further victimization and save lives.” 
David and the Florida Civil Rights Association reference the fate of a similar piece of legislation in Minnesota. “This DNA law should meet the same fate as in a 2006 Minnesota Court of Appeals    ruling that DNA testing upon arresting individuals was unconstitutional.” 
     David is not alone in contesting the constitutionality of the legislation. In a Mar.25  meeting with the  American Civil Liberties Union(ACLU) of Florida and the Senate Criminal Justice Committee, members of the ACLU agreed that DNA analysis is a “useful tool for law enforcement”, but they protest the “radical expansion of the database”. 
     In fighting this issue, the ACLU wants to maintain the innocent until proven guilty component of the law. 
During the meeting, members of the ACLU also suggested that Database Expansion :
     * to the  innocent is an unconstitutional and unwarranted invasion of privacy
     * is expensive and will divert funds from other critical programs
     * will exacerbate racial disparities in our criminal justice system 
     * to the innocent is impractical, irresponsible, and may be impossible
     Florida’s Database currently has more than 500,000 samples. 
Nationally, the law is known as “Katie’s Law”, named after Katie Sepich, a 22 year old college student that was murdered in New Mexico in 2003. Her killer was convicted three years later because of the DNA  found at the murder scene. 
     The killer had been arrested three months after the crime for aggravated burglar, but no DNA was extracted. 
     His DNA was finally taken to match the evidence from the case in 2006.  In January of 2006, “Katie’s Bill” was passed by the state legislature of New Mexico in only thirty days. 
     Locally, Florida’s database has aided 11,000 investigations since 1990. The constitutionality has been debated and this legislation could lead to a court battle if loopholes are found. 
     “The Florida Civil Rights Association is not opposed to using DNA evidence, but we are concerned about the constitutional rights of individuals.” said David.
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