FORT MYERS - On Tuesday, February 10th, 2009 FCRA President Willie David, III and FCRA State Secretary Marsha Watson traveled to Fort Myers Florida as special invited guests to participate in President Barack Obama 2nd town hall meeting since taking office.  This historic moment would be the President's first trip to Florida to address the economic crisis in one of the country’s hardest hit home foreclosure cities.  Governor Charlie Crist introduced the President who acknowledged several congressional members and special invited guests.
 
Special guests included Congressional Members: Kendrick Meek, Alan Grayson, Corrine Brown, Suzanna Kosmos, Allen Boyd, Ron Kelin, Debbie Wasserman, Kathy Castor, and Robert Wexler. Also, Governor Charlie Crist, CFO Alex Sink, State Senator Tony Hill, State Senator Frederica Wilson, House Minority Leader Rep. Franklin Sands, and State Rep. Nick Thompson, Fort Myers Mayor, FCRA President J Willie David, III, FCRA State Secretary Marsha Watson, and Jim Cassady, Chief of Staff for CFO Alex Sink.
President Obama’s opening statements addressed the vision that he has to turn this economic crisis around.  Comparisons were made to changes needed in technology, transportation and the overall global view of the United States of America.  Urgency was stressed in rebuilding this country's reputation as a strong power and trailblazer.  Following the President's address was a question and answer session.  The members of the audience were randomly selected and given the opportunity to address their concerns directly to the President.  The questions covered the need to raise the unemployment compensation percentages, the patience of the American people to survive the time needed for change, need for transportation and monies directed to Ft. Myers infrastructure, unemployment issues facing recent or soon to be college graduates, how monies will be distributed to the individual counties for needed programs, unfair compensation and homelessness. 

One of the town hall meeting participants, Henrietta Hughes, made an emotional plea to President Obama, citing that she and her son are homeless and living in their car.  Ms. Hughes requested assistance with employment.   The President responded compassionately by leaving the platform and hugging Ms. Hughes assuring that he would have his staff contact her with the promise of assistance.  The town hall meeting ended with the President greeting the crowd with handshakes.  As FCRA members were about to leave the meeting, we could not miss a mob of media following Ms. Hughes around as she attempted to exit the building.

Reporters from AP, ABC, CBS, NBC, FOX, Inside Edition and BBC were there to cover the town hall meeting and now wanted to know Ms. Hughes story.  The small statured woman and her son appeared overwhelmed and were initially insistent on leaving.  FCRA President David was able to get Ms. Hughes away from the media temporarily and took a few moments to explain to her what had occurred and what was to come.  Ms. Hughes did not realize that her story would be of such great interest and was surprised to know that it had already been aired nationally.  We explained that she was now for at least a short time the spokesperson for others in her situation and needed to get her story out.  She agreed and individual interviews were set up with each waiting media who had by now become a little more patient.  After granting several interviews Ms. Hughes and her son Corey were taken by FCRA President David and FCRA State Secretary Watson to lunch and given an opportunity to rest and reflect on the day’s events.  Ms. Hughes shared that she had become ill and lost her job during recovery from serious illness for which she is now receiving approximately $800 per month disability.  Her son Corey also became unemployed shortly thereafter and that was the beginning of a downward spiral.  They lost their home and moved into an apartment, her daughter who resides out of state also suffered a serious illness and required assistance from her mother. 

While caring for her daughter they lost their apartment and placed all their possessions into storage. She has spent an exhaustive amount of time seeking employment, but believes that her age and the progression of computers and technology have left her at the bottom of the employability list.   Her resume is very skilled and she has outstanding references and so does her son Corey, who is ironically a computer programmer.  She was advised that the waiting list for public housing is a minimum of two years and therefore has been forced to reside in her truck.  Ms. Hughes explained that after paying for car insurance, storage, a few minutes on her cell phone and food she did not have enough money left to survive on.

After lunch we took the opportunity to drive Ms. Hughes around as she showed us the parks where she and her son reside and provided more insight into her daily life.  Surprisingly the media was still in pursuit, following us for miles.  At this time Ms. Hughes accepted FCRA's offer to assist her with coordinating the media contacts and any donations that may be received until she was able to get on her feet. 

Prior to leaving the town hall meeting site, Chene Thompson, the wife of State Representative Nick Thompson made an offer to Ms. Hughes for housing.  Donating a home located in LaBelle, Florida approximately 30 minutes away.  FCRA was unexpectedly inundated with numerous media requests and e-mails with donations for Ms. Hughes and her son from all across the country.  Ms. Hughes still overwhelmed by the kindness and generosity will soon settle into her new home in LaBelle, Florida.  

 

FCRA President David continues to coordinate media interviews and donations for Ms. Hughes along with Chene Thompson and State Representative Nick Thompson of Fort Myers. 
FCRA State Secretary, Marsha Watson said "It is amazing, I came to Ft. Myers to meet the President and had the privilege of feeding a homeless mother and her son.  If we all helped one person, even in such a small way,  I can only imagine how much better this country, world would be."  
 
FCRA President, Willie David, III said "We believe we know who are homeless among us, due to stereotype and Ms. Hughes has certainly changed my perception, any of us could be a Ms. Henrietta Hughes.
After the town hall meeting, FCRA President David was able to shake President Obama's hand, and introduce the Florida Civil Rights Association to the President. Also, FCRA President David discussed its Civil Rights, Human Rights, and TPS for Haiti Agenda with several Members of the US Congress.
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