 

ORLANDO - Tim Cashon, Member of the Florida Civil Rights Association State Leadership Team was interviewed by WFTV local news 9 about the unemployment bill that reduced benefits for struggling Floridians trying to make ends meet.

 

Governor Scott has not signed the bill sitting on his desk. The bill provisions cut the maximum number of weeks of unemployment available under the state program from 26 to 23 weeks. They also tie maximum weeks available to the statewide unemployment rate.

 

As unemployment falls, the number of weeks someone can collect falls with it. Once the jobless rate hits 5 percent, the total number of weeks drops to 12 weeks. The law includes other elements designed to cut the costs of unemployment to employers. It makes it easier for companies to challenge a laid-off worker's unemployment claim and rewrites language that, historically, gave employees the benefit of the doubt when a claim was contested.

 

The counties with the lowest unemployment largely remain those with a heavy reliance on government employment despite heavy job losses in that sector. Monroe, which includes the Florida Keys, posted the lowest rate of 6.3 percent in May, followed by Liberty, 6.5 percent; Walton, 6.6 percent; Okaloosa, 6.9 percent; and Lafayette, 7.1 percent.

 

Flagler had Florida's highest jobless rate in May at 13.8 percent. Next were Miami-Dade, 13.7 percent; Hendry, 13.3 percent; Hernando, 12.9 percent; and Indian River and St. Lucie, both 12.5 percent. Thirty-two of Florida's 67 counties had double-digit jobless rates.

 

Cashon is a regular face in Tallahassee speaking to state lawmakers about unemployment and job creation for Floridians.

 

Floridians are standing in long lines at Job Fairs across the state in hope of obtaining employment, Cashon said. Lawmakers, such as Congresswoman Corrine Brown is hoping to help put Floridians in her district back work at an upcoming job fair set for June 27, 2011, from 8am-2pm, at the Amway Center, Downtown Orlando.
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