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FCRA Calls for Statewide Ban on Police Use of Laptops While Driving
Police Practices are “Distracted, Unsafe” and Violates Florida’s Careless and Reckless Driving Law
ORLANDO, FLORIDA – The Florida Civil Rights Association issues the following statement in response to news article by the Associated Press of a police officer with the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office who recently crashed her patrol vehicle into a big rig oil tanker while reading and/or typing on her police issued laptop.
Police Officers reading and/or typing on their laptops while driving on public roads is a clear violation of Florida’s Careless and Reckless Driving Statutes, says J Willie David, III, President of the Florida Civil Rights Association.  The crashed by the Jacksonville’s police officer should serve as an immediate awake-up call for all police agencies across the state. The crash certainly demonstrates an urgent need to “ban” this illegal practice, David said. For law enforcement officials to not have a “written policy” on the use of laptops while driving can only breed contempt for public safety. 
The Florida Civil Rights Association supports law enforcement use of laptops in their patrol vehicles; as long as it does not create a public safety issue or violates state or federal law.
 To call on Florida’s Law Enforcement Officials to implement a written policy banning its officers from using their laptops while driving is the right thing to do for public safety, David said. 
The Florida Civil Rights Association is planning to write the FHP, Sheriffs and Police Chiefs Associations to request these law enforcement agencies to consider implementing a written policy prohibiting its officers (the driver) from using their laptops while driving. This will prevent law enforcement from further violation of Florida’s Careless and Reckless Driving Law, and any other unnecessary police crashes.
Press Release emailed to: 
Orange County Police Chiefs Association GCalhoun@ci.maitland.fl.us
 



Florida Sheriffs’ Association  kTramel@flsheriffs.org




Florida Police Chiefs Association amercer@fpca.com




FHP Director HSMV-Info@flhsmv.gov
The Florida Civil Rights Association (FCRA) is a statewide civil rights organization based in Orlando, that advocate to advance diversity, equal opportunity, fairness for all people by eliminating discrimination in the public and private sectors. For more information about FCRA visit our website at: www.fcranews.com 
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